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S T A T E  O F  M I N N E S O T A  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  PUBLIC S A F E T Y  

S A I N T  P A U L  5 5 1 5 5  

ms Jan Taylor, manager 

benefit Recovery SectLon 

department of human services 

444 Lafayette Road 

S t .  Paul, mn 55155 


gear mr Taylor: 

Thank you f o r  your recent. le t terregardingthefeasibl i ty  of 
matching medicaid recipients =tor accidentagainst vehicle 
records. 

The names of injured persons are recorded on the paper accident 
howeverreports. those names are notstored on the accident 

recordsdata base: therefore, no automated match 1s possible  A 
manual match would not be f euab les ince  i t  would require a 
manual search of over 1 O O ~ o o Oaccident annually. Notreports 
only would such a procedure k i n e f f i c i e n t  but there is no 
staffavai lable  i n  t h e  driver and vehicleservicesdivisionto 
accomplish this. 

It is also importanttoinderstandthat the  data provided on the 
rep- is frequentlynot complete enough to  enaura M accurate 
match No date of bi r th ,  socialSecurity numet, d r i v e r  l icense 
number or any unique ident i f ier  is givenforinjuredpersons 
in most cases the report doesn't even provide a f u l l  name buc 
gives just the first and last name. sometimes that only 
includes nicknames or  i n i t i a l s  

The only automated match that could be accomplished wouldmatch 
the againstrecaprents drivers who had been involved in  an 
acc ident  Only a recipient who was t h e  driverin an accident 
would be matched If t h e  recipient were not the driver,there 
would be n o  match. this would s t i l l  require additional manual 
verification of the accidentreporttodetermine whether OK not 
Eke driver w a s  in jured  As I s ta ted before, we do not have 
personnel avai lab le  to  do this 

A N  equalopportunity EMPLOYER* 
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A p r i l  25 ,  1990 
re leghoneca l lt oMar lene  Swanson t o  c o n f i r m  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  
systems c a p a b i l i t y .  t h e r e  i s  no changetotheabovein fo rmat ion  
Automateddata is main ta ined f o r  s t a t i s t i c a lp u r p o s e so n l y  and is 
n o ti d e n t i f i a b l e  to injured persons.  

June 13, 1994 


This is to certify that I have contacted the Minnesota Department

of Public Safety regarding the availability
of an accident records 

data base that would assist
us in identifying potential recipients
injured in auto accidents. The record layout obtained from Ms. 
Virginia Lockman of that agency indicates that accident elements 
captured do not include important "person identifiers" , such as 
name, date of birth, SSN, etc. A data match with the Department
of Public Safety continues to be not feasible. 

Jan Taylor, Manager

Benefit Recovery Section 
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DRIVER AND VEHICLE SERVICES DIVISION 
DRIVER l i c e n s e  O F F I C E  

TRAMSPORTATION b u i l d i n g  
6 l 2 - 2 9 6 - 6 Y l l  

STATE OF MINNESOTA 
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  PUBLIC SAFETY 

S A I N T  P A U L  55155 

March 20,  1987 

Ms. Jan Taylor, Manager
Benefit Recovery Section 
Department of Human Services 
444 Lafayette Road 
St. Paul, mn 55155 

Dear Mr. Taylor: 


Thank you for your recent letter regarding the feasibility of 

matchingMedicaidrecipientsagainst motor vehicleaccident 

records. 

The names of injured persons are recordedon the paper accident 
reports. However, those names are not stored on the accident 
recorda data base; therefore, no automated match is possible.A 
manual match would not be feasible since it would require a 
manual search of over 100,OOO accident reports annually. Not 
only would such a procedure be inefficient, but there is no 
staff available in the Driver and Vehicle Services Division to 
accomplishthis 

It is also important to understand that the data provided on the 
reports is frequently not complete enough to ensure an accurate 
match. No date of birth, Social Securitynumber driver license 
number or any unique identifier is given for injured persons. 
In most cases the report doesn't even provide a full name but 
gives justthefirstand lastname. Sometimes thatonly
includes nicknamesor initials. 

The only automated match that couldbe accomplished would match 
the recipients against drivers whohadbeeninvolvedin an 
accident. Only a recipient who was the driver in an accident 

would be matched. If the recipient were not the driver, there 

would be no ratch. This would still require additional manual 
verification of the accident report todetermine whether or not 
the driver was injured. As I stated before, we do not have 
personnel available todo this. 


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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March 20, 1987 


Thank you again for your letter- Please feel free to contact me 

at any time ifI can provide any further information. 


Sincerely, , ,"! 

'-- I 

MS:ej 


Apr i l  25, 1990 

Telephone cal ltoMar lene Swanson toconfirmcurrentstatusof  

systems capabi l i ty .There i s  no change tothe above information. 

Automated d a t a  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  f o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  purposes only and i s  

n o ti d e n t i f i a b l e  to injuredpersons. 



